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For this reason his visits to the twin-countries are
narrated by an eye-witness of the events. I regret
that the necessity of putting this volume in the
printers5 hands at the beginning of July deprived
me of the advantage of hearing from the lips of
Prince Tassilo Festetics those additional details
which this devoted friend of the King so generously
promised to place at my disposal when he next
visited London. It is to be deplored that by the
death of Edward vii. a strong international
personal tie between the two empires was
snapped*
I could not resist the opportunity of paying a
tribute to Lord Knollys on his retirement from
the Private Secretaryship. To that distinguished
guide, philosopher, and friend of King Edward
the Empire owes a debt of gratitude for his life-
time of service loyally, efficiently, and silently
performed, and continued to the great advantage
of our present sagacious and tactful Ruler for
nearly three years after the calamity of 1910. It
is matter for congratulation that there has been
found in Lord Stamfordham so worthy a successor.
I hope the account of the attacks made upon
Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort will add
to the historical value of this volume. They
should prove interesting if only because they
show that the eldest son of Victoria and Albert
was not the sole victim of the traducers5 en-
venomed shafts, and that the Legislature as a
body .and Mr. Gladstone as an individual hastened
to protect the young Queen and her husband